
Annual General Meeting 
 

Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors, BC Branch 
March 15, 2005 

Bob Prittie Library, Metrotown Branch 
Burnaby BC 

 
MINUTES 

 
Attendance: Shawn Parhar, Brent Zaharia, Joanne Lum, Sajan Joseph, Tara 
Hluchy, Claudia Kurzac, David Butt, Denis Semail, Shendra Brisdon, Greg 
Baytalan, Courtney Zimmerman, Ann Thomas, Nigel Headley, Lis Vallaster, 
Jennifer Montgomery, Wilbert Dy, Pam Laron, Jasmina Egeler, Alan Kerr, Salima 
Kassam, Roopy Khatkar, Tim Roark 
 

1. Approval of Agenda, Steve 
• Motion to approve agenda moved by David Butt. Seconded by Claudia 

Kurzac. Motion Carried. 
 

2. Appointment of Parliamentarian, Steve 
• Claudia Kurzac has been appointed the Parliamentarian.  
• Motion to approve appointment moved by Shendra Brisdon. Seconded by 
David. Motion Carried. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes – April 20, 2004 AGM 
• Correction of names: 

o Under section 6(iv) : Harsh Thakore 
o Under section Present: Ken Christian  

• Motion to approve AGM Minutes dated April 20, 2004 moved by David 
Butt. Seconded by Tara Hluchy. Motion Carried. 

 
4. Business Arising 

a. Tabled motions regarding Constitution changes: 
• No new developments as of today. Committee did not forward any 

motions for meeting. 
 

b. CIPHI 2010 AEC Update, Claudia Kurzac  
• Venue and date set at the Bayshore Hotel in Vancouver on September long 

weekend. Contract will stand firm until 2010. The Wall Centre also 
expressed interest, but the Bayshore Hotel was chosen because of lower 
contract bid and it is a resort marina hotel with more scenic views.  

• Memo was put out for volunteers.  
• Theme and letterhead need to be decided.  



• VCH put in another $10,000. Need to promote sponsorships from Health 
Authorities also. 

 
5. In Memoriam 

• Moment of silence for Jann Horton, who passed away on June 11, 2004. 
 

6. Reports 
a. President (Steve)  

• 1st year as president has been a learning curve. Supported by VCH, and 
Steve’s Manager, Kelvin Higo.  

• Disappointed that PHIs are not designated as professionals.  
• 2004 Branch Conference was a success and very encouraging.  
• Electronic distribution of BC Page is well received.  
• Branch website is currently undergoing contracts to re-design. David 

Butt and Mike LeBlanc were able to get domain name changed to 
www.ciphi.bc.ca . This new domain will be released with new website 
– hopefully by summer.  

• Advocacy by Branch:  
- Opposition statement re: Sewerage Regulation – we still need a 

response requesting our members to be authorized under that 
regulation.  

- BC Health Act re-write – we are participating in that. Our goal is 
to have relationship between MHO and PHIS to be appointed by 
the Minister (not by delegates).  

• 25 year awards noted in report.  
• Success in membership drive: 244 members in total for 2004. VIHA 

had the most registrations.  
• Motion to approve report by president moved by Claudia. Seconded by 

Nigel. Motion carried.  
 

b. Treasurer (Salima)  
• Receipts balanced out. 
• $5,000 GIC purchased this year. Membership dues are just over $12,000.   
• Education Conference and Christmas Luncheon were the big events of this 
year, which are noted in the report.  
• Motion to approve report by Treasurer moved by David Butt. Seconded by 
Claudia Kurzac. Motion carried. 

 
c. Registrar (David Butt on behalf of Deb Losito) 

• Total of 240 members (14 new members, 197 registered members, and 
some students and retired members).  
• Encourage everyone to join to increase membership.  
• Motion to approve report by Registrar moved by Claudia Kurzac. 
Seconded by Denis Semail. Motion Carried.  

 
d. Board of Registration (David Butt)  



• This year had increased membership. 
• Stepping down of 2 long term members: Grace McIver and Brian Gregory.  
• Two new members appointed: Lis Vallaster and Heather Florence.  
• Core competency – there is still further interest in self governing.  
• Payroll deduction is dropping over the province, which is unfortunate.  
• Deb Losito is the Registrar for the coming year.  
• Members need to continue to update Continuing Education credits.  
• Motion to approve report by Board of Registration moved by Claudia 
Kurzac. Seconded Jasmina Egeler. Motion carried. 

 
e. Corresponding Member of the Board of Certification (Steve Chong on behalf 

of Shawn Mitton) 
• Paper presented to BOC to alter policy for certification.  
• NEC has partnered with Health Canada.  
• Ann Thomas is new chair of BOC.  
• Membership will help National Executive and BOC to achieve 
competency of profession. Please visit the website and submit comments.  
• BOC had a few appeals; all rejected, except one. Need workshop training. 
NEC and BOC support CIPHI panel of education.  
• Motion to approve report by Corresponding Member of the Board of 
Registration moved by Tara Hluchy. Seconded by David Butt. 

 
7. Awards 

a. Member of the Year  
• Arne Faremo submitted nomination for Greg Baytalan on Feb 24, 2005. 

Sajan Joseph and Alice Munger were Seconders. Greg has volunteered in 
relief efforts with Kelowna forest fires and most currently the Asian 
tsunami. He volunteered for several weeks in body search recovery and 
clean up of the aftermath of tsunami. He honoured the EHO Position.  

• Presentation of award by Steve Chong to Greg Baytalan. 
 

b. 25 year Members  
• Awarded six 25 year pins to: Graham Cobb, Daniel Moreau, Michael 
Riefman, Sally de la Rue Brown, Lori Frame, Lorraine Woolsey. 

 
8. Honorarium  

a. BC Branch Webmaster 
b. BC Page Editor 

• BC Branch webmaster & BC Page Editor to be recognize through an 
honorarium. 

• Motion to approve a $300 honorarium for both of these positions moved 
by Ann Thomas. Seconded by Lis Vallaster. Motion Carried. 

 
9. Appointment of Board of Certification Examiners (Claudia)  

• No other nominations for BC Branch examiners.  



• Motion to adopt of list of BC Branch examiners for 2005/2006, and so BC 
Branch can add members to list if need be moved by Claudia. Seconded by 
Tim Roark. Motion Carried. 

 
10. Election of Officer (2004/2005)  

• Nominations committee: Lis Vallaster, Shawn Parhar, Brent Zaharia 
• Steve Chong: President 
• Denis Semail: Past President  
• Jasmina Egeler: Vice President 
• Salima Kassam: Treasurer.  
• Joanne Lum: Recording Secretary 
• Brent Zaharia: Corresponding Secretary.  
• Councillors: Nigel Headley, Roopy Khatkar, Caroline Alexander, Neil 

Nabata, Lynn Richards, Gord Stewart, Kuljeet Chattha, Shawn Parhar, 
Keir Cordner, Tara Hluchy 

• Honour the following for their long service with the Executive: Alan Kerr, 
Lynne Brewer, Roger Parsonage, Richard Taki (? – I noted in an email you 
sent, but his name was not mentioned here at the meeting) 
 

11. Other Business  
• Tim Roark re: college. 

- Some of Ministry is supportive. 
- Thought our college application could be a BC gov’t election 

issue.  Suggested the Branch get a list of candidates and send a 
letter to all candidates requesting their support for a college.  Tim 
has volunteered to look into the matter. 

- Lis is interested on working with Tim Roark on the issue of getting 
a college & continue to forward work onwards. Need to seek other 
volunteers from Exec and BOR to work on this also. Board of 
Registration (BOR) to create an adhoc committee to look into the 
issue. 

• Steve Chong re: disappointment with Sewage Regulations.  
- Letter was sent to sewerage regulation steering committee re: us 

being a part of authorization in regulations.  
• Greg Baytalan re: Sewerage Regulations. Province at large does not have 

to follow standard practice manual.  They only have to practice standard, 
which may be out of date. Need people to support Branch – the more 
people with concerns, the better, as there are many changes to come in this 
profession.  

• Jennifer Montgomery - thanks the Branch for supporting her to go to 
Denmark on exchange last summer (2004).  

 
12. Adjournment – Motion to adjourn 

• Motion to adjourn moved by Lis Vallaster. Motion Carried. 
 


